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Mathematics for Elementary School Educators
Midterm writing assignment

A common complaint within the student population is that they do not understand math. This lack of
understanding leads to a dislike of the subject. A question could be asked, how much of this is based on
a person not being capable of learning math vs. how much of this is due to a lack of teaching technique?
Thinking back to your education up to this point discuss the question posed above as it relates to
students. Along with that, you will discuss which teaching techniques you have observed to be
effective? Which ones are ineffective? How do you feel you would incorporate what you have learned
so far in your path to becoming an educator while teaching math? How do you think we can lessen or
eliminate the stigma that math holds as a subject to be disliked?
This essay is not a research assignment. You should be using your own knowledge and experiences as a
student. Teaching techniques do not need to be official techniques, or even have specific names. This
writing assignment was designed to encourage deeper thinking about your own educational philosophy.
You may or may not believe that you have a philosophy, but every grade level, teacher, and class you
have taken up to this point has shaped your viewpoint as a student and as a future educator.

Grading Rubric
Fully
discusses
topic and
cites
multiple
specific
examples
(5 points)

Teaching
techniques
observed
Observed
techniques are
Effective/Ineffective
Incorporation of
what you have
learned so far
Discussion of the
stigma linked to
math
Learner vs.
Technique
problem?

Discusses
topic, but
not fully
and cites
few
specific
examples
(4 points)

Mentions
topic but
does not
fully
develop
concept,
few
specific
examples
(3 points)

Mentions
topic but
does not
fully
develop
concept no
specific
examples
(2 points)

Mentions
Topic not
topic with discussed
no
(0 points)
discussion
or
example(s)
(1 points)

